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Abstract

This article analyzes how digital literary communities Booktwitter (X), Bookgram (Instagram) and Skoob contribute to
the dissemination of English-language books among Brazilian readers on social networks. Based on a qualitative and
bibliographic approach using public posts as illustrations of online trends, it was observed that these platforms are
environments that illustrate participatory culture and collective intelligence (Jenkins, 2015), the social concept of
literature (Candido, 2006; Botelho & Hoelz, 2016) and the dynamism of the reading activity (Pinto, 2015). The results
indicate that while Booktwitter promotes textual debates and collective curatorship through real-time interactions,
Bookgram emphasizes visual aesthetics, transforming books into objects of desire and identity performance, and Skoob
combines both communities into quantitative data. It was concluded that the sharing of English-language books varies
depending on the platform used and the member's reasons for that also diverge. Regardless of that, these communities
offer a space that fosters inclusive and diverse literary debates, contributing to the ongoing evolution of literature.
Keywords: Literary Communities; Social Networks; Booktwitter; Bookgram; Skoob; Participatory Culture; Collective
Intelligence.

Resumo

Este artigo analisa como as comunidades literarias digitais Booktwitter (X), Bookgram (Instagram) e Skoob contribuem
para a disseminacdo de livros em lingua inglesa entre os leitores brasileiros nas redes sociais. Com base em uma
abordagem qualitativa e bibliografica, utilizando publicagdes publicas como ilustracdes das tendéncias online,
observamos que essas plataformas sdo ambientes que ilustram a cultura participativa e a inteligéncia coletiva (Jenkins,
2015), o conceito social da literatura (Candido, 2006; Botelho & Hoelz, 2016) e o dinamismo da atividade de leitura
(Pinto, 2015). Os resultados indicam que, enquanto o Booktwitter promove debates textuais e curadoria coletiva por
meio de interagdes em tempo real, o Bookgram enfatiza a estética visual, transformando livros em objetos de desejo e
performance de identidade, ¢ o Skoob combina ambas as comunidades em dados quantitativos. Conclui-se que o
compartilhamento de livros em inglés varia dependendo da plataforma utilizada e que as razdes dos membros para isso
também divergem. Independentemente disso, essas comunidades oferecem um espaco que promove debates literarios
inclusivos e diversificados, contribuindo para a evolu¢do continua da literatura.

Palavras-chave: Comunidades Literarias; Redes Sociais; Booktwitter; Bookgram; Skoob; Cultura Participativa;
Inteligéncia Coletiva.

Resumen

Este articulo analiza como las comunidades literarias digitales Booktwitter (X), Bookgram (Instagram) y Skoob
contribuyen a la difusion de libros en lengua inglesa entre los lectores brasilefios en las redes sociales. Basandonos en
un enfoque cualitativo y bibliografico, utilizando publicaciones ptiblicas como ilustraciones de las tendencias en linea,
observamos que estas plataformas son entornos que ilustran la cultura participativa y la inteligencia colectiva (Jenkins,
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2015), el concepto social de la literatura (Candido, 2006; Botelho & Hoelz, 2016) y el dinamismo de la actividad
lectora (Pinto, 2015). Los resultados indican que, mientras que Booktwitter promueve debates textuales y la curaduria
colectiva a través de interacciones en tiempo real, Bookgram enfatiza la estética visual, transformando los libros en
objetos de deseo y performance de identidad, y Skoob combina ambas comunidades en datos cuantitativos. Se
concluye que el intercambio de libros en inglés varia segtin la plataforma utilizada y que las razones de los miembros
para hacerlo también difieren. Independientemente de ello, estas comunidades ofrecen un espacio que promueve
debates literarios inclusivos y diversificados, contribuyendo a la evolucion continua de la literatura.

Palabras clave: Comunidades Literarias; Redes Sociales; Booktwitter; Bookgram; Skoob; Cultura Participativa;
Inteligencia Colectiva.

1. Introduction
In an interconnected world, literature has become an integral component of the digital landscape. A notable phenomenon

is the creation of literary content on social networks, which impacts the reading habits of users worldwide. The term book
network refers to online communities that engage in the discussion of literary works, mainly the literature produced for pleasure
and enjoyment.

The Virtual Literary Communities, ranging from social networks to specialized applications, provide a platform for
cultural exchange and for readers to interact and connect with authors and other literary enthusiasts highlighting what Pinto says
“without the reader, there is no text” (2019, p. 9). These platforms enable discussions about books, facilitate the sharing of
recommendations, and create opportunities for collaborative projects. By fostering a sense of community, they enhance the
reading experience and promote a deeper appreciation of literature across diverse audiences. Also, as they are increasingly
shaping the choices of readers and directly impacting on the literary culture, it is important to study and understand the dynamics
of these communities and how they are popularizing English-language literature.

Additionally, this phenomenon works as a way of democratizing the access to foreign literature, as well as reinforces
the importance of cultivating literary discourse. Developing a habit of reading increases one’s capacity to comprehend social
changes and creates a path towards self-awareness by encouraging a deeper understanding of texts and the idea of intercultural
exchange (Chettri, 2013). Moreover, Zafar, Jabeen, Asif & Rauf (2024) argue that digital technology expands the reach of literary
works. Considering this, it plays a crucial role in breaking down geographical barriers and making a vast array of texts available
to a global audience. In this way, it facilitates the discovery of diverse voices and genres, encouraging readers to explore literature
beyond their cultural and linguistic borders.

This article analyzes how digital literary communities Booktwitter (X), Bookgram (Instagram), and Skoob contribute

to the dissemination of English-language books among Brazilian readers on social networks.

2. Literature as a Social Practice in the Digital Age
The rise of digital platforms has an impact on the way people interact. According to Shirky (2008) the main capability

of human beings is that we are social creatures, which is evident in all aspects of life. He suggests that digital platforms lower
the barriers to collective action by providing flexible communication tools, in this context, increasing the popularity of literary
communities. As he says, “new technologies enable new kinds of group-forming” (2008, p. 17). Given this technological
expansion, the literary universe is constantly modified by it, as the way people engage and consume literature is heavily
influenced by the Internet. For instance, the reading activity is no longer solely individual, but it has become a collective
experience.

In this way, literature is not merely an individual act of creation or consumption; it is a collective practice deeply
embedded in social structures. According to Chettri (2013), through literature, individuals can encounter diverse viewpoints and

experiences that challenge their preconceived notions and contribute to the formation of their social identity. Candido (2006)
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emphasizes that literature acquires social and symbolic value when inserted in a collective context, that is, it is a “social product”

(p- 28). In his words:

[...] art is social in both senses: it depends on the action of environmental factors, which are expressed in the work in
varying degrees of sublimation; and it produces a practical effect on individuals, modifying their behavior and
conception of the world, or reinforcing in them a sense of social values. (2006, p. 29).

That is, literature is consolidated not only as a reflection of society, but also as a catalyst for transformation and a
platform for dialogue between different realities (Botelho; Hoelz, 2016). The authors discuss how literature serves as a mirror to
societal issues while simultaneously inspiring change. Through its ability to foster empathy and critical thinking, literature
becomes a powerful tool for understanding diverse perspectives and promoting meaningful conversations across cultural and

social boundaries. Botelho & Hoelz (2016, p. 284) argue that:

[...] literature is seen more as a constituent and constitutive part of the structure of values and power relations involved
in the ideological processes of social construction than as mere repertoires — either as a “reflection” or a “source” of
knowledge of these processes.

Consequently, the rise of digital platforms has further amplified this social dimension, the line between personal and
collective reading experiences becomes blurred. Thus, reading choices are influenced not only by personal likings, but also by
social dynamics that involve the sharing of recommendations, reviews and reading experiences. As Zafar et al. (2024) states
digital technology is reshaping literature in many ways, including through the role of social media. So, as technology is constantly
evolving, it continually transforms literary consumption, changing the way we read and experience stories.

This digital transformation in literary consumption aligns with the observation made by Costa (2002). According to his
point of view, virtual communities create their own world, and it is the sensation of belonging to a place where everyone builds
and shares knowledge equally that fosters a sense of community and collective growth. The shared environment not only
enhances individual reading experiences but also promotes a broader appreciation for diverse literary perspectives.

Hence, literature as a social phenomenon is inherently connected to cultural influence and mediation. Through real-time
feedback, readers are no longer passive consumers, but actively engaged with the literary work and the authors (Zafar et al.,
2024). Therefore, understanding the social influence on reading choices is essential to comprehend the ways literature circulates
and establishes itself into contemporary society in the digital era.

Moreover, reading is more than decoding words; it involves context, interpretation, and the construction of meaning.
According to Pinto (2019), reading is a dynamic activity in which the reader plays an essential role in assigning meaning to the
literary work. Given this important role, she outlines five steps/actions that guide the readers’ journey: to read, to comprehend,
to interpret, to know, and to think. In this sense, literature not only reflects a society’s culture but also becomes a space where
different realities and perspectives can be explored.

This phenomenon is evidenced by the emergence of virtual literary communities on various social networks, such as
Instagram (Bookstagram or Bookgram), X (Booktwitter, because it was formerly named Twitter), and Skoob — self-proclaimed
as the biggest Brazilian social network for readers. These communities serve as a dynamic space where users share their
impressions and engage in discussions about literary works. Through posts from dedicated accounts and hashtags, readers
discover different types of genres and authors, sparking their interest in continuing the reading habit.

Pinto, in the book The Naked Text, wrote “the literary work has an environment that influences and is influenced by it

in a reciprocal movement” (2019, p. 17). Regarding it, when interpreting a literary text, the reader encounters different
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perceptions and realities, which contributes to their critical and cultural formation. In this sense, reading becomes a space for
interaction between the individual and the world around them, allowing them to understand their own culture and to come into
contact with new worldviews.

In line with this logic, users in virtual literary communities follow these steps without even realizing it. The readers who
engage with these literary accounts have been shown to reach the fourth and fifth stages of reading coined by Pinto (2019). The
fourth stage is getting to know, in which the reader adds the meaning found in the text to their own cultural collection,
accumulating experiences and knowledge from all the reading they have already done. The fifth step is the act of reflecting on
the reading, producing a more in-depth knowledge of this accumulation of information that will come back in different forms in
search of other readers. In this case, it is in the form of videos, photos, and texts published on social networks sharing the reading
experience, opinions about the work and, sometimes, an overview of the book’s plot.

In this scenario, the virtual literary communities are establishing themselves as fundamental spaces for valuing reading
in the contemporary world. By fostering engagement among readers and transforming reading into a social and shared practice,
these communities highlight the influence of digital culture on the literary experience. Therefore, it is essential to understand the
influence of these interactions in order to analyze how literature circulates in the digital environment, particularly in light of the
popularization of works in English among Brazilian readers.

Therefore, reading can be defined as a dynamic and interactive process in which the reader is the crucial element in
constructing meaning (Pinto, 2029). Thus, readers not only access information, but also expand their perception of the world and
connect with different points of view. In addition, by interacting with other people in the established context of virtual literary

communities, they broaden their interpretation and enriches their worldview.

3. Research Method

This study is described as a bibliographic revision with a qualitative approach that illustrates theoretical concepts
through online publications. Minayo (2013) states that qualitative research functions in a universe of meanings, values and social
beliefs, that is, it focuses on the comprehension of social phenomena. This concept aligns with this study, because it investigates
social and cultural phenomena related to social networks and literature consumption among Brazilian readers. Moreover,
following Gil’s (2017) notion of bibliographic revision, this research is founded on the analysis of previously published sources,

including books and scientific articles, with the objective of exploring knowledge on a given topic.

4. Results and Discussion
Reading is a social activity which is developed in a collective and influential context. Candido (2006) reasons that

literature is a social product that plays an important role in society, being an agent that both reflects the environment and
transforms society. Furthermore, with the progress of digital culture it intensifies the use of digital platforms, making them
fundamental spaces to mediate readers’ choices.

Additionally, Jenkins (2006) discusses the concept of convergence culture and the ways it has changed how people
consume and interact with media. This shift is evident in the rise of literary forums, sharing, and discussions on social media,
where readers exchange ideas and influence each other's literary preferences. He also introduces the concepts of participatory
culture, that is the social practices and cultural dynamics on different social media platforms; and collective intelligence, although
the term was coined by Pierre Lévy, in Jenkins’ work, it relates to the ability of a group to share and create knowledge, improve
problem-solving skills, and create content through interaction and collaboration.

To illustrate this concept, the subsequent topics delve into the dynamics of three different platforms — X, Instagram
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and Skoob — and how each one shapes the dissemination and reception of English-language books between its members.
Drawing on Jenkins' (2006) concepts of participatory culture and collective intelligence, as well as the ideas introduced in the
topics above, such as Candido's (2006) and Botelho e Hoelz (2016) insights into literature as a social practice. This analysis

reveals how these digital spaces simultaneously foster connectivity and reinforces interactivity.

4.1 Booktwitter

First, it is important to note that although the network changed names to X in 2023, the users did not redefine how they
call their niche, it is still referenced as Booktwitter. The community works by fostering an environment where readers can engage
in collaborative discourse, share their insights, interpretations, and recommendations of books.

This exchange of ideas fosters the emergence of diverse perspectives, thereby enriching the collaborative reading
experience. As stated by Jenkins (2006), the concept of collective intelligence is enhanced by this collaborative effort. All posts
were made in a literary community on X that is called Bookstans'. It is a Brazilian community in which the conversations happen
mostly in Portuguese with more than 50,000 members. However, as the access to literature is facilitated by the many digital
platforms affecting the literary consume (Zafar ef al., 2024). A very recurrent topic posted on it is how people share and ask tips
on what kind of books are easier to start reading in English, as well as their desire to start reading in English.

Figures 1, 2 and 3 below illustrate how reading habits are influenced not only by personal preferences, but also by social
interaction. The platform's textual and immediate nature fosters the dissemination of literary content, establishing a forum for
ongoing discourse on literary works. This activity aligns with Jenkins (2006) concepts that posits that collective intelligence is

the result of user collaboration in digital environments, where they construct knowledge.

Figure 1 - Screenshot of a profile from a literary community.
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bookstans, vcs gostam, ja leram ou leem
livros em inglés??
23:20-21Jan 254,160 Views

Source: Bookstans on X.

Figure 2 - Screenshot of a profile from a literary community.
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Eu gostaria de ler livros em inglés, to
voltando a estudar. Mas nao sei por onde
comecar, é muito dificil, gente?

23:36 - 17 May 25 - 3,471 Views

Source: Bookstans on X.

! Combination of the words book and stan. Stan means “to be an extremely devoted and enthusiastic fan of someone or something” (https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/stan).
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Figure 3 - Screenshot of a profile from a literary community.
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(J Translate post

q livro vcs recomendam pra quem quer
comecar a ler em inglés?
11:00 - 21 May 25 - 1,373 Views

Source: Bookstans on X.

Additionally, as Costa (2002, p. 71) states “the main objective is the feeling of belonging to an environment that
everyone builds and shares”. The way the members have established their own routine by publishing questions and opinions
without knowing who is going to answer intensifies the idea of it being its own world of “ideas, concepts and meanings” (Costa,
2002, p. 71). This collaborative environment fosters a sense of community and shared purpose, where individuals contribute to

and benefit from the collective knowledge. It highlights the dynamic interplay between personal engagement and social dynamics

in shaping reading habits and literary discussions online.

In Figures 4, 5 and 6 below we have some posts that corroborate the discourse made in Figures 1, 2 and 3 posted on
Bookstans' X community. This observation indicates a growing trend of English reading among members of online communities
and emphasizes the interaction between users in the platform, showcasing the accessibility and engagement facilitated by social
media. As previously stated, it highlights Jenkins' (2006) perspective on how digital environments foster the construction of

knowledge and points out Costa's (2002, p. 74) point of view on how this connection allows “people to communicate and

cooperate in new ways”.

Figure 4 - Screenshot of some posts about books in English.
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permanente) pela primeira vez na vida

e é assim que ta indo... eu td amando a
experiéncia &

" | JANE EYRE
“ .

@ Tran

12. comecei com a edigdo de orgulho e
preconceito em inglés que foi 10 reais.

Source: Bookstans on X.
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Figure 5 - Screenshot of recommendations of books in English.
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16:58 - 13 May 25 - 290 View
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Eu li Daisy Jones and the six ‘em inglés e foi
bem tranquilo
16:28 - 24 Jun 25 - 29 Views

problematic summer romance da mami ali
tb amgg
2:44 - 22 Jun 25 - 26 Views

Source: Bookstans on X.

Figure 6 - Screenshot of a post asking for opinions.
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& Tran te post

gente esse livro eh tudo q eu sempre quis
e nem sabia, mas fui ver a avaliagdo no
skoob e eh 3,6 estrelas so 3

alguem ja leu?

* HAPPILY:

NEVE

AFT
t ]

| | FEOmgae
15:00 - 15 Jul 25 - 148 Views

Source: Bookstans on X.

In general, users feel welcome to freely express their desires and doubts in this environment, which serves as a means
of sincere connection. Another significant aspect is the prevalence of textual discussion on Booktwitter is due to its agile and
collaborative dynamic. While X facilitates real-time idea exchange, Instagram prioritizes visual storytelling. This demonstrates
that platforms continually reconfigure modes of literary consumption and sharing due to their specificities. This distinction will
be discussed in the next topic, analyzing how Bookgram translates Jenkins's (2015) participatory culture into a visual and

interactive language.

4.2 Bookstagram or Bookgram
Bookgram, Instagram’s literary community differs from the previous community because of its emphasis on the visual

experience. As an image-sharing platform, Instagram offers a distinctive environment in which book covers, themed collages
and videos, and stylized photographs dominate literary content. This feature not only turns each post into a recommendation, but
also uses visual aesthetics as a central language to engage followers (Masdari & Hosseini, 2021).

Furthermore, this community exemplifies the concept of participatory culture outlined by Jenkins (2015). In which,
the author highlights the notion that the audience's role transcends that of a mere consumer, emphasizing its capacity to actively

engage in the creation, dissemination, and modification of media content. As seen below, on Instagram visual content frequently
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occupies the primary position, with images and videos serving to attract attention. These visual elements are often accompanied

by concise captions that provide additional context or further insights. See examples on Figures 7, 8 and 9 below.

Figure 7 - Screenshot of ‘paperlanesbooks’ profile.

Source: paperlanesbooks on Instagram.

Figure 8 - Screenshot of literary profile.

SELLING AV

ciaa Sl |

Source: liv_reads on Instagram.

Figure 9 - Screenshot of literary profile.
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grumpy X sunshine
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Source: leiturascomsteph on Instagram.
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Jenkins (2015) points out that this digital participatory culture is characterized as where fans and consumers become
active creators. This dynamic is highlighted in the collaborative production of content in social media through the posting of
chains of visual recommendations, whether it be images or videos.

Another notable point is that English remains present in various forms throughout the online community. It is not only
evident in the book itself but also in trends, references to literary tropes, and also hashtags. This reinforces the idea that the
community’s members are an integral part in disseminating this trend of reading books in English. This statement reiterates
Candido's (2006) concept of literature as a collective social practice, emphasizing the significance of community engagement in
promoting cultural exchange and intellectual growth.

Figures 10 and 11 below show comments made on the posts from Figure 8 and 9, exemplifying the engagement of

readers and their active participation in sharing and discussing literary content.

Figure 10 - Screenshot of comments on post of Figure 8.

< . . @
Ry 0
” Jaquero ler demais!!! S

Reply See translatio

® ...
’ fiquei taaaaao curiosa p ler esses @

ply Seetranslatio

=it : we @@
() o
£ amei!! eu quero mt ler essa série (sou 1

apaixonada na edicdo e acho essa
histéria tudo de bom!!)

Source: paperlanesbooks on Instagram.

Figure 11 - Screenshot of comments on post of Figure 9.

Ay VR £ . s6w. @@
& °c @ S
£ Heartlessey e 1 Amei as indicagbes &

Reply Reply See translation

Amo Grumpy x Sunshine . obrigada 1 eu amo loucamente essa trope, amei

pelas indicagdes

as indicagoes &
Reply See translation

Reply See translation

Source: liv_reads on Instagram.

The comments on Figures 10 and 11 confirm Candido's (2006) premise about literature as a social fact where the
production and reception of texts always occur in relational contexts. What Bookgram adds to this equation is the visual essence,
transforming the literary experience into a performative layer. Moreover, Botelho & Hoelz (2016) argue that literature functions
as a system of symbolic exchanges within a social field. In Bookgram, these exchanges take on characteristics specific to the
platform, especially in videos (reels), and this social interaction transforms the reading habit of everyone involved.

This aspect of sharing opinions and their likes and dislikes encourages members to experiment with new readings and
fosters a sense of community where the feeling of belonging and shared enthusiasm can motivate people to read more frequently,

explore new genres and even learn another language, in this case, English.
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Therefore, Jenkins’ (2005) idea of participatory culture on Bookgram is not limited to the sharing of books; it reframes
them as multimodal social objects, where the visual, textual, and digital intertwine to create new forms of literary belonging.
And this corroborates Jenkins' (2005) affirmation on how the flow of content across various media platforms impacts the way
people consume and interact with it. Furthermore, in light of Candido (2006) and Botelho & Hoelz (2016) affirmations, the
exchange between members configures the fact that literature is not only an aspect that reflects society, but generates

transformation, and it is a platform for dialogue in society.

4.3 Skoob
While platforms such as Booktwitter and Bookgram function as spaces for visual and social performance, Skoob

operates as a public library where Jenkins' (2006) concepts of collective intelligence and participatory culture converge in one
aspect: reading metrics. The system under consideration combines cataloguing and interaction between readers by integrating
quantitative data, for example, the number of books read and the desire to read, taking into consideration the qualitative
discussions in reviews and reading stories. See the figures below for examples of how it works.

In Figure 12 we have some reading statistics about Jane Eyre, considered a classic of English literature, with over 29,000
readings already completed and 30,000 still wanting to read it. Then, in Figure 13, two reviews about it and both considered it a

five-star book.

Figure 12 - Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronté Skoob page.

Jane Eyre

Leitores
Charlotte Bronté
29.965 2.983
45 Leran Lendo
20.854 avaliagoes
36.059 98 669
(® Adicionar a estante e fed REKING mpdonas
Sinopse Avaliagoes
Jane Eyre is alone in the world. Di
o 45

earns that a young girl, with neither money nor ..

er mais v

Source: Skoob.

Figure 13 - Reviews about Jane Eyre Skoob page.
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b Resenhou um livro

Lovely Jane Eyre

Que livro!
A Jane virou uma das minhas personagens
favoritas da literatura, sou parcial ao género Desde que ouvi falar sobre as irmas Bronté
gotico mas pra mim esse livro eh muito mais e depois de ter lido "Wuthering heights", fui
engracado e tacil de ler do que as pessoas dizem. pesquisar sobre Jane Eyre e foi entdo, em 2024,
que decidi ler o livro ¢ eu AMEI!
Do you doubt me, Jane?? Confesso que é um livro denso, longo e que
ZEntirely.? demorei muito tempo para ler, mas degustando
?You have no faithinme??... os Plot Twists de cada pagina!

ver mais Jane Eyre € uma mulher que, para o contextod...

Source: Skoob.
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In contrast to the aforementioned social networking sites, Skoob functions as a repository of collective intelligence,
rather than merely serving as a platform for readers to express their identities. Jenkins' (2006) concept of convergence culture
suggests that the dissemination of content across multiple platforms fosters an increase in the interdependence of communication
systems, thereby exerting pressure on individuals to consume information at an accelerated pace. This can be one of the reasons
Brazilian readers on the internet are reading in English.

Furthermore, Skoob not only reflects reading trends but also contributes to their development through its interactive
features. When users designate a book as read or want to read they are not merely expressing a personal preference; they are also
contributing to an algorithmic recommendation system that subsequently impacts other readers. This process exemplifies
collective intelligence (Jenkins, 2006), in which the shared knowledge of the group guides new choices. See Figures 14 and 15
for more statistics of some popular books that were mentioned in the topics above. All of them have thousands of reads, but the
most recent one, that is from 2021, has the most with 12,000+. It could be because it got very popular between readers worldwide

and on social media.

Figure 14 - Screenshot of Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen Skoob page.

Pride and Prejudice Leitores
Jane Austen
5.971 749
45 Leran Lerdo
" 3398avaliagdes
2470 3 318
Quer ler Relendo Abandonos
@ Adicionar a estante
Sinopse Avaliacoes
"Vanity, not love, has been my folly?
4.5
In Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice, when Eliza
ver mais v 3.398 avaliacoes gerais
66%
@ PenguinBooks 3 2 a8 it 23%

Source: Skoob.

Figure 15 - |Screenshot of Twisted Games by Anna Huang Skoob page.

Twisted Games Leitores

Twisted #2

AnaHuang 12.315 598

Lendo

9.206 avaliacCes

3.838 6 267

Quer ler Relendc Abandonos
Sinopse
She can never be his... but he's taking her anyway.

Avaliacoes
Stoic, broody, and arrogant, elite bodyguard Rhy
4.1

@ Bob B8 201 8 , .
® 1 Gt Inglé

1542 2%

Source: Skoob.
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In this context of virtual bookshelves and literary challenges, such as “Read More” and “Consecutive days” which are
reading challenges available on Skoob, it can be observed the reading dynamism (Pinto, 2019) that transforms the reading habit
into a socially shared practice. This perspective aligns with Botelho and Hoelz (2016) idea about how books and the reading
habit play a central role in shaping cultural and social development, influencing the formation of social values and practices.

Once again, this platform is not merely a passive conduit for content consumption; rather, it fosters active engagement
with the content. This active engagement has been shown to facilitate the development of skills and the acquisition of cultural
knowledge through collective experiences (Jenkins, 2006). Thus, Skoob functions as a dynamic and socially shared reading
culture, shaping and reflecting the literary preferences of its users.

Figures 16 and 17 below present reviews about the books cited above illustrating Skoob’s dynamic. While many
respondents expressed positive remarks, the underlying reasons for this sentiment vary. Some commentators have discussed the
manner in which the book is written, and this has contributed to a positive experience. Others liked how the characters and their
stories were developed. And in some cases, a few of them justified why they removed stars, for example, in Daisy Jones the
person thought the story was too unreal so it should not receive five stars. Other reasons are because the English was a little hard
to read, or the book had too many time jumps which compromised the story development, and the other just did not feel
everything she wanted while reading.

The conclusions regarding readers' opinions indicate a diversity of perspectives which highlights the social dimension
of literature (Candido, 2006). This variety of feelings is indicative of the multifaceted nature of reading experiences and the role

of social interactions in the formation of opinions.

Figure 16 - Screenshot of reviews about Pride and Prejudice on Skoob.

:\ st b AAl
-y ] KESETNOU UIm v

" Resenhouum livro
-

' Resenhou um livro

Primeiro enemies to lovers do mundo

Muito bom!! Por mais q a leitura desse inglés
seja uma das mais dificeis possiveis fiquei muito
impressionada de um livro de 1813 me divertir
tanto. O Sr Bennet é meu personagem preferido,
o bom humor dele e a cumplicidade com a Lizzie
é taoincrivel de ser lido. Ja a mae dela é uma
praga, vendo o filme nunca imaginei que elaera
[ tao insuportavel. Eu achei que ia odiar o Sr.Darc...

‘L ver mais v
Source: Skoob. Collage by author.

Daria 10 estrelas se pudesse!

O que dizer? Jane Austen impecavel, como
sempre. Tudo muito bem estruturado, as
personagens, os didlogos, a ambientacao, tudo
perfeito. Ela € uma das minhas autoras favoritas.
Certamente voltarei a ler.

Fade carteirinha.?

O primeiro classico a gente nunca esquece

Amo esse livro, gosto de ler ele em inglés pois
eu acho que ¢ uma 6tima histéria, ele me cativa
muito e é perfeito para praticar o idioma.

- Al

Figure 17 - Screenshot of reviews about Twisted Games on Skoob.

ras { 1 més
¢+ ' Resenhouum livro v Resenhou um livro

Gosto mais deste do que do primeiro, mas
também ndo ¢ nada de mais. O Rhys, com toda a

Resenhas (1.281) Ver

s
- Resenhou um livro
Twisted games é simplesmente o melhor livro

4 da Ana Huang. Quando peguei pra ler os livros
Twisted Games

Um verdadeiro nao julgue o livro pela capa! A

histdria é extremamente envolvente e de rapida

leitura. Apesar de ser um cliché com alguns

pontos previsiveis me surpreendi bastante, Fiquel
completamente apaixonada por eles e por como a

relagao dos dois se desenvolveu,
A Bridget e o Rhys exalam quimica!

dela, li um atras do outro e nao consegui parar
kkkkk mas o que eu realmente me apaixonei
foi o Twisted Games, o Rhys é simplesmente
inexplicavel (Que homem né amgs) e a
Bridget é incrivel, de longe uma das melhores

protagonistas que ja li. Eu ri, pulei de felicidade, ...

ver mals v

Source: Skoob. Collage by author.
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fofinho. A Bridget até tem personalidade, mas
nada que realmente se destaque. O problema
da histéria sdo os time jumps que dificultam o
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algo esta faltando, Fora que & um livro grande d..
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Furthermore, Skoob is not merely a passive reflection of literary preferences; it is a field of negotiation as it involves
symbolic exchanges and the constant reinterpretation of meanings within a social and historical context (Candido, 2006), between
the global and the local discourse shared online and the actual reception. It serves as a platform where readers engage with and
reinterpret literary works, shaping their understanding through dialogue and critique. This dynamic interaction highlights the
interplay between cultural norms and individual preferences (Pinto, 2019), illustrating how digital spaces redefine the boundaries
of literary discourse.

In sum, Skoob is not only a cataloging platform, it also works as a way of further fostering literary analysis shaped by
diverse strategies and personal preferences. The majority of posts are accompanied by critical commentary or personal reflections
about the work. This textual engagement facilitates a deeper understanding of the works and promotes a culture of shared literary
appreciation. Additionally, the platforms serve as hubs for the exchange of ideas, fostering a sense of community among readers

with similar interests.

5. Final Considerations

The present study sought to analyze the role of social networks, particularly the platforms X, Instagram and Skoob, in
the dissemination of English-language books among Brazilian readers. The ideas of literature as a social practice (Candido, 2006;
Pinto, 2015; Botelho & Hoelz, 2016), the importance of virtual communities (Shirky, 2008; Costa, 2002) and the concepts
covered in Jenkins' (2015) book “Convergence Culture” served as the basis for this analysis.

The communities that were analyzed confirmed that they function as spaces for cultural mediation and collective
curation, albeit with different languages and strategies. On Booktwitter (Figures 1 to 6), recommendations for works in English
are frequently linked to textual discourse, with the majority of posts pertaining to users' current readings or members seeking
guidance on initiating their engagement with English-language literature. On Bookgram (Figures 7 to 11), the literary experience
is associated with aesthetic and visual curation, as evidenced by the recommendation of colorful covers and imported editions in
videos divided by literary trope. However, there is less direct engagement in debates about language barriers. Lastly, the
quantitative data collected by Skoob (Figures 12 to 17) are situated between the performative discourse of the other platforms
and actual consumption practices, which are based on literary preferences.

Therefore, as indicated by the posts presented in this study, it can be inferred that social networks act as a space that
facilitates the discovery of different literary works and can democratize access to them regardless of language. Additionally, it
is evident that the nature of posts varies according to the platform utilized, with content adapting to the context necessitated by
each social network. Thereby, as previously mentioned, the reasons for this phenomenon also vary depending on the platform
under consideration. On X, textual posts predominate as a means of discussing current readings. On Instagram, the nature of the
posts is visual, showcasing books according to their main theme and stories. As with Skoob, the numerical data represents the
culmination of both communities.

This article presents a multiplatform analysis within the Brazilian context, integrating classical theories of the sociology
of literature with digital phenomena. This integration aims to establish a foundation for future reflections. Through the analysis
of discursive data from social media platforms such as X and Instagram, and reception data from the literary review website
Skoob, it was demonstrated that book networks function as both democratic spaces and sites of contradiction. On one hand, these
networks have been shown to facilitate literary debate; on the other hand, they can convey an idea of superiority for reading in
another language. This requires further research to consider material evidence of consumption and to explore alternative

discourses.
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This study was limited to public posts and visible data; it did not capture users' sociodemographic profiles or discussions
in private groups. Future research could entail conducting interviews with readers to understand motivations and barriers not
visible online, and expanding the analysis to investigate how this behavior may be linked to marketing strategies and the
encouragement of excessive consumption.

Finally, by creating a vibrant space for discussions and enhancing the engagement with literature, the transformative
potential of virtual literary communities is emphasized. These communities not only disseminate literary works but also reshape
the very act of reading, transforming it into a more social, visual, and multifaceted experience. It is expected that this research

inspires new investigations into how literature continues to reinvent itself, and connect us, in the digital age.
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